
                            Cold Ashby Memorial Hall Chair’s Report 2021/2022

We have had a very successful year at Cold Ashby Memorial Hall providing entertainment and social events for all our residents. These have been particularly important to the wellbeing of the village whilst the pub remains closed. In total, we have hosted 36 events, 22 have been social evenings giving villagers a chance to catch up with friends and neighbours over a drink or play a game of skittles. We have also provided other forms of entertainment which have included: two quizzes, a race night, curry and bingo night, St George’s Day supper, Merry Comrades reunion and tea, Platinum Generation Jubilee Afternoon Tea, a BBQ, a Charity Skittles Evening, The Village Show, Kingpins Live Band, Children’s Halloween Party, 100-year Birthday Party and Play Your Cards Right Gameshow Evening.
In addition, the hall is now the home of the village skittles team and is used up to twice weekly depending on the fixture list. It is also hired out twice weekly for yoga classes. Throughout the year it has also been hired out for a wedding reception, two funerals, five parties, a Jubilee picnic, a coffee evening, a Christmas Fair, Open Gardens tearoom and various meetings, all of which have helped to secure the future of the building.
    All this could not have been possible without the dedication and enthusiasm of the team of Trustees who have all ran with me, sometimes at lightning speed, to help organise and host the events listed above. I would like to thank each individually for their commitment and time:
Katy Stuart- our Treasurer and Secretary, has particularly gone above and beyond all year -serving behind the bar, (often very late in the evening and having to go to work the next day), shopping for stock and food, cooking, cleaning, taking bookings, taking care of all the legal paperwork, and dealing with all the finances and accounts. A huge job - which we are truly grateful for.
Andrew Bott- for being our handy and maintenance man 
Ted Thompson- taking charge of deliveries, manning the door, and selling the all-important raffle tickets!
  I would also like to thank the rest of the committee who are made up of representatives of other village organisations for their time and commitment to the Memorial Hall. These being: Rod Bailey (PC rep), Roger Miller (PCC rep), Alex Taylor (CAPFA rep) and Chris Sellers (Luncheon Club rep).
   I am also very grateful and would like to thank our team of “Friends of the Memorial Hall” who have regularly given their time to help with events and the general operation of the hall-
Duggie Stuart and John Callaghan - our expert “beer men” for keeping the beer perfect and doing the cellar work and general maintenance including fire and health and safety
Julie Webb, for helping set up, clear way, cooking and any other task asked of her
Matthew Stuart for setting up and clearing away and often the “runner” to collect things that we’ve forgotten.
Dave Harris, for being our resident Quizmaster, Bingo caller and Events Compere.
 In addition, I am grateful to the following people who have helped out at events throughout the year either by giving their time or donating items: Ruth Sleigh, Will Benney, Margaret Harris, Wendy Bates, Janet and Brian Thompson, Steve, Jo and Kenny Roper, Julian and Jenny Wilson, Fiona and Alex Taylor, Michael and Joanne Park, Mel Thomas, Rinat Matityahu, Kerry Cane, Mandy Bott, Richard Williams, Ann Maynard, Mick Lill, Carole Oliver, Barbara Crew-gee and Darren Sellers.
   And finally… I would like to thank everyone who attended our events and donated raffle prizes…. When a community comes together, we can achieve great things for the benefit of all our residents…. This year in the Memorial Hall’s history is testament to that.
                            Fiona Gunn-Stokes  Chair

